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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUBJECT:STUDENT VIOLENCE ON CAMPUSES 

1 . SUMMARY .VIOLENCE BROKE OUT BETWEEN RIVAL STUDENT 
POLITICAL GROUPS AT UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES IN COLOMBO ON MARCH 
16. SEVERAL STUDENTS WERE INJURED; ONE NON-STUDENT DIED OF 
WOUNDS RECEIVED FROM BOMB BLAST.TWO CAMPUS PRESIDENTS 
HAVE BEEN REPLACED. CAMPUSES ARE QUIET,BUT SITUATION REMAINS 
TENSE AND VOLATILE. END SUMMARY. 

2. UNIVERSITY SCENE HAS BEEN CHAOTIC OVER PAST FEW SDAYS. 

PERADENIYA CAMPUS HAD BEEN CLOSED ON MARCH 9 BECAUSE OF 
STUDENT BOYCOTT PROTESTING INTERDICTION OF A LECTURER.SUSPEN- 
SION OF A STUDENT, AND REMOVAL OF STANDARDIZATION. 

ON MARCH 15, STUDENTS AT FOUR OTHER CAMPUSES HELD A ONE DAY 
BOYCOTT SUPPORTING PERADENIYA STUDENTS' ACTIONS AND PROTESTING 
EARLY CLOSURE OF PERADENIYA CAMPUS. BOYCOTT WAS ONLY 
PARTIALLY SI ICCF.SSFI IT ,.T .F.FTTST (ULF) STUDENTS PARTICIPATED; 

UNITED NATIONAL PARTY (UNP) STUDENTS DID NOT.THERE 
WERE NO REPORTS OF VIOLENCE. 

3. ON FOLLOWING DAY,UNP STUDENTS, REPORTEDLY WITH 
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OUTSIDE HELP.ATTACKED ULF STUDENTS AT VIDYALANKARA AND 
THE AESTHETIC STUDIES INSTITUTE OF COLOMBO CAMPUS. UNP'ERS 
REPORTEDLY USED BOTTLES.STONES. SWORDS.AND BOMBS, AND 
THERE WERE SEVERAL MELEES. WHEN BOMB EXPLODED AT 
VIDY ALANKARA,POLICE WERE SENT ONTO CAMPUS UNARMED. 

ONE STUDENT AND AN OUTSIDER HAD BEEN INJURED IN BOMB 
EXPLOSION. LATTER DIED AT A HOSPITAL. 
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4. GOVERNMENT HAS SUSPENDED CLASSES AT VIDYALANKARA FOR 
ONE DAY, MARCH 17, BUT NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE TO CLOSE 
CAMPUS. PRESIDENTS OF VIDYALANKARA AND COLOMBO CAMPUSES 
HAVE BEEN REPLACED. CLASSES ARE BEINGHELD AT OTHER 
CAMPUSES BUT VICE-CHANCELLOR OF UNIVERSITY CSONIDERS 
SITUATION VOLATILE. 

5. COMMENT. CAMPUS POLITICS WAS FACTOR LEADING TO VIOLENCE 
AT VIDYALANKARA WHERE UNP AND UNLF STUDENTS HAVE BEEN AT 
LOGGERHEADS OVER FORMATION OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL. 

RECENT ELECTIONS FOR STUDENT COUNCIL GAVE ULF SEVEN 
PLACES, UNP SIX.ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS WERE TO 
NOMINATE FOUR MORE MEMBERS ONCE COUNCIL FORMED. PARTIES 
COULD NOT AGREE, EACH WANTING TO NOMINATE ITS OWN 
MEMBERS. WHEN AUTHORITIES DELAYED FORMING COUNCIL, 

ULF WENT AHEAD AND FORMED IT OVER UNP OBJECTION. 

WRIGGINS 
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